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Steamboat the Great Northwest
The Snake and Columbia Rivers

April 9 - April 17, 2023 

As the American Empress transports guests through the rivers of the Pacific Northwest, ever-
green and ever-beautiful, the landscape transforms from a majestic wall of spruce and pine to 
rolling hills speckled with vineyards and cherry trees. Here, Mother Nature presents her purest 
expression of life — untamed and free. These frontiers have called to explorers of history and 
adventurers of today for centuries. The paths paved by Lewis and Clark chart through the tim-
ber and wild coastline, balanced by beautiful wine country and rich native American history. 
Here, adventure is always just around the bend.  



 

Sunday, April 9  Spokane, WA 

      

Today we will transfer to the Des Moines airport for our flight to Spokane, Washington. Upon arrival we head to the 
Historic Davenport Hotel, Spokane’s grandest and most iconic destination. From the moment of your arrival, you 
will be transported to a more dignified time – to a place where impeccable service and luxury mingle with an ideal 
Downtown Spokane locality. Brilliantly reinvented for the 21st century, immerse your stay in the glamour of 100 
years of history, glimmering with renewed luster. Revel in the classic architecture of its ornate lobby and ballrooms, 
inviting guest rooms, luxurious spa and fine dining.   
 

Monday, April 10  Spokane to Clarkston     Breakfast and Dinner 

 

Following breakfast you will begin the day exploring the rich history and natural beauty of Spokane. Your included 
tour will give you a ride on the historic 1909 Looff Carrousel, visit the Spokane Falls, and ascend up “The Hill” for 
views of the city and stunning mansions. Stroll through the formal Duncan Gardens, Joel Ferris Perennial Gardens, 
Rose Hill Gardens and the flower-filled Conservatory. Our next visit will be on the grounds of Gonzaga University, 
here you will tour inside the home of where Bing Crosby grew up and see the vast collection of memorabilia.       
Following time for lunch downtown, you will board your coach for the American Empress which is waiting for you 
to board and settle in to your DELUXE VERANDA stateroom before dinner. This evening the boat remains overnight 
in Clarkston.  

 

Tuesday, April 11  Clarkston and Sailing the Snake River   All Meals 

 

Nestled at the union of the Snake and Clearwater rivers, Clarkston was settled in 1862 by Robert Bracken and was 
incorporated in 1902. Before becoming an official town, the area was known by various names including Jawbone 
Flats, Lewiston, and Concord – after the city in Massachusetts. The name Clarkston honors the legacy of William 
Clark, of the Lewis and Clark Expedition fame. Directly east across the Snake River is Lewiston, Idaho, the larger 
and older of the two towns, named for Meriwether Lewis. Their expedition passed westbound by canoe in October 
1805; neither Lewis nor Clark ever visited the Clarkston side of the river. Eastbound, they returned in early May 
1806.  Spend the day tracing their historic journey. The spirit of adventure, picturesque vistas, year-round mild  
temperatures and a deep history make this scenic inland port a desirable stop to learn the rich cultural heritage of 
the region and its first people, the legendary Nimiipuu. Clarkston also offers something for American Queen Voyage 
guests who appreciate being closer to the water’s edge. If you wish you can explore the rugged beauty of nearby 
Hells Canyon – North America’s deepest gorge – aboard a optional guided jet boat tour.   
Included tour today: Hop on Hop off tour 

You will visit on your cruise: 

• Spokane, Washington 

• Clarkston, Washington 

• Richland, Washington 

• The Dalles, Oregon 

• Stevenson, Washington  

• Astoria, Oregon 

• Portland, Oregon 

 



Wednesday, April 12 Richland, WA      All Meals 

Step off the boat into a perfectly polished park, and take a short stroll to downtown Richland’s shops, eateries, and 
attractions. Incorporated in 1910, Richland remained a small agricultural community until the U.S. Army purchased 
640 square miles of land – half the size of Rhode Island – during World War II, evicting the 300 residents of Richland 
as well as those of the now vanished towns of White Bluffs and Hanford. The army turned it into a bedroom com-
munity for workers at its Manhattan Project facility who produced plutonium during World War II and the Cold War. 
Included tour today: Hop on Hop off tour  
 

Thursday, April 13  The Dalles, OR     All Meals 

Known as the end of the Oregon Trail, The Dalles holds a unique place in history as the gateway to the Inland       
Empire. The Dalles was the jumping-off spot for pioneers, soldiers, gold miners, adventurers, gunslingers, floozies 
and scallywags, who loaded their wagons onto rafts or barges and floated down the Columbia to the mouth of the 
Willamette River, then upriver to Oregon City. The Barlow Trail was constructed later to permit an overland      
crossing. The Dalles was also the site of Fort Dalles. Established in 1850 to protect immigrants after the Whitman 
Massacre, it was the only military post between the Pacific Coast and Wyoming.   
Included tour today: Hop on Hop off tour 

 

Friday, April 14  The Dalles and Sailing the Columbia Gorge All Meals 

You will have the opportunity to enjoy some of the many attractions in the Dalles that you didn't get to see yester-
day. Check out the Columbia Gorge Discovery Center, The Neon Museum, Fort Dalles, The Court House Museum 
and more. For those that want to visit a winery today, the opportunity is yours on one of the American Empress   
optional tours. This afternoon make sure you are on deck as the American Empress leaves the Dalles and sails 
though the most beautiful part of the river. The Columbia River Gorge is a spectacular river canyon, 80 miles long 
and up to 4,000 feet deep, that meanders past cliffs, spires, and ridges set against nearby peaks of the Pacific North 
West Cascade Mountain Range.   
Included tour today: Hop on Hop off tour and sailing the Columbia River Gorge 

 

Saturday, April 15  Stevenson, WA     All Meals 

Nestled between the Columbia River to the south, and the mountains and basalt cliffs of the Columbia River Gorge 
to the north, Stevenson offers a respite from the hustle and bustle of larger ports. The area has been home to      
Native American settlements for thousands of years. Their villages were focal points for commerce and social    
gatherings as they came to trade and fish along the riverbanks. Later, in 1843, the Oregon Trail brought the first of a 
great wave of settlers; pioneers portaged around the Cascade Rapids on their way to the Willamette Valley.  Today 
our included tour takes you to the Booneville Dam, the Columbia River Gorge Interpretive Center and the cute 
town of Stevenson. For those that wish, an optional tour is available to see the beautiful Multnomah Falls and the 
Columbia Gorge Visitor Center.  
Included tour today: Hop on Hop off tour  



Sunday, April 16 Astoria, OR All Meals

Surrounded by forests, boasting three rivers and situated a stone’s throw away from the Pacific, Astoria is a      
picturesque port city with Victorian-era homes etched into hills overlooking the Columbia River. Astoria is known to 
be the oldest American settlement west of the Rocky Mountains, inhabited for thousands of years by the Clatsop 
Tribe.  The city has a rich history that reflects the many influences the town has had from people and cultures 
around the world. The Astoria Riverwalk is the lifeblood of the city and the best way to get a feel for the city spirit. 
Perhaps start your exploration at the Port of Astoria with hundreds of ships from all over the world. Walk under the 
4.1-mile-long Astoria-Megler Bridge, enjoy the spectacular views of the river, check out the Maritime Memorial,  
visit one of the many nearby shipwrecks, learn about life on the Columbia at the Columbia River Maritime Museum, 
and enjoy the lounging sea lions on the docks at 36th Street. Alternatively, you can climb to the top of the Astoria 
Column – wrapped in depictions of history – and look out over the landscape toward the Pacific Ocean.  
Included tour today: Hop on Hop off tour 

Sunday, April 16 Vancouver, WA Breakfast

Today our American Queen Voyage comes to an end. We will be transferred to Portland International Airport for our 
flight back to Des Moines, but not before we reflect on our incredible Snake and Columbia River Cruise trip.

Your Steamboat the Great Northwest trip   

includes: 
Transportation to/from DSM airport 

Round trip airfare 
1 Night lodging in Spokane 

7 Nights cruise on the American Empress- Category C veranda cabin 
All taxes & port fees 

Daily hop-on, hop-off sightseeing 
All driver and guide gratuities 

Breakfast, lunch, and dinner daily onboard cruise, as well as all 
beverages at lunch & dinner onboard 

Travel Protection Included 
Peoples Bank hosts to handle all the details 

Itinerary Variations: Peoples Bank and its suppliers constantly strive to improve our itinerary’s and 
all features. If improvements can be made or if unforeseen conditions beyond our control make 
changes necessary, we reserve the right to alter the itinerary or substitute hotels. Peoples Bank 
will not be held responsible for any of these occurrences.  

Cancellation Policy: $250 of deposit is non-refundable immediately, remaining $250 refundable 
until 12/1/2022.  Travel Protection is included in the cost of the trip. If you keep the protection 
that is included and need to cancel for a covered reason, you may submit your claim to the insur-
ance company.  

Cost per person double occupancy: $4799

Single occupancy: $7599

 

Final Payment Due: 
Immediately

For more information or to sign up, 
contact: 

Randy Buesing 641-530-0460 
randyb@mybankpsb.com 


